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Aldbury Garden Club AGM Minutes
Sunday 3rd March 2024 at 4pm in the Memorial Hall

In attendance:

Club Officers

Chair — Rachael MacRae

Honorary Treasurer — Linda Di Mizio

Honorary Secretary — Tess Alps

Committee Member — Sue Justice

Committee Member — Ted Bianco

Members:

Alison Bateson, Fay Allwood, Jean and Keith Emmerson, Alex Pearce, Elizabeth Wells, Jean

Neill, Janet Joynson, Ann and Rod Allsworth, Shirley Chamney, Bill Page, Jane and lan Brown,

Joan Wright, Juanita Mann, Vim Patel

Chair called the meeting to order, welcomed those present, thanked them for attending and
confirmed that the meeting was quorate.

Apologies for Absence were received from:

Annie and Duncan Eggar, Paula Anderson, Henry Gervaise-Jones, Barbara Gunter-Jones,
Sylvia Wren, Mike Mann, Sue and Rob Gill, Talia and Oli Hull, Kate Carter, Clare and Graham
Juniper, Di and Andy McClarnon, Ray Warren, Chris and Phil Fido, Rose Allen,

Mark Milner, Jackie Dyett, Alistair and Clare Cromwell, Lucy Carmody, Tony and Lucy

Tollinton, Peter and Judi Moore.

Minutes of 2023 AGM
The minutes were approved by those present.
Matters Arising
1. The Chair shared that the £200 the club had set aside for the Tring Station.
Project had still not been claimed. AGC members were still involved
intermittently, whether maintaining the cultivated areas or providing and

planting new plants. But it seems that capital sums are not required to buy other



plants. On that basis, the committee has decided to withdraw the offer of £200
to Tring Station and instead donate it to another local charity, the Sunnyside
Rural Trust. This Dacorum based charity, with sites in Northchurch, Berkhamsted
and Hemel, works with people who have learning disabilities, training them in all
manner of gardening and plant skills, plus bee-keeping and poultry rearing.
Ideally, the committee would like to make this an annual donation if finances
allow. Going forwards, The Tring Station Project can always apply to the AGC for
funds for a specific purpose should it wish to. The Chair will let the leader of the
Tring Station Project know of our decision.

The second matter related to the club’s request to members for ideas of how we
could use some of our growing reserves for worthwhile projects in the village.
We received a few ideas, a couple of which we have acted upon.

Firstly, Jennie Shaw suggested we plant some bulbs around the new Queen’s
Tree on the village green. The Parish Council approved this idea and we planted
a small number of snowdrops last autumn. However, we intend to plant more
snowdrops in the green soon, which is a better way to increase the numbers.
Alex Pearce, Janet Joynson and Tess Alps offered to donate some from their own
gardens.

The second idea that the committee has pursued came from Jackie Dyett who
thought that a plan of the Millenium Orchard on a noticeboard at its entrance,
listing the varieties of trees and their sponsors, would be a great addition.
Various options have been researched and currently we are proposing to have
this printed directly onto an aluminium sign at a cost of a couple of hundred
pounds. In addition to the plan, the list of trees and list of sponsors, we propose
to include a short history of how the orchard came into existence. We are
getting invaluable help from David Cobb, lan Gunter-Jones and Steve Welling in
this project and we will shortly be putting the proposal to the Parish Council to
gain their approval. There was some discussion from members about how
accurate the information would be and Keith Emmerson suggested that the
proposed wording be displayed publicly before the sign was made. In the end, it
was agreed that the club would share all the proposed text with members in

case they could spot errors before it went to print.



Officers’ reports

The three written reports, including final accounts for 2023, had been circulated prior to the
meeting and can also be read on the website.

The Chair gave a verbal update to her report. The Quiz/Fish and Chip Night had been a
great success, even making a small profit of about £18, thanks to a few late bookings. If the
Quiz night is repeated in 2025, the club will consider the practicality of having the Fish and
Chips van; inevitably, it takes some time to cook fish and chips well for 46 people and an
alternative like a Curry night might be a better bet. The Chair also said that because there
would be no summer BBQ in the Alps’s garden this year, the club was considering maybe
beefing up some of the Open Gardens Days, with maybe tea and cake or picnics. Please
share your views on this topic.

All three reports were unanimously adopted by a show of hands.

Resignation of Committee
The Committee all resigned.

Election of committee (3 officers and 4 committee members)

Name Position Proposed by Seconded by

Rachael MacRae Chair Juanita Mann Sylvia Wren

Sue Justice Honorary Henry Gervaise- Jane Brown
Secretary Jones

Linda Di Mizio Honorary Sylvia Wren Tess Alps
Treasurer

Tess Alps Committee Barbara Gunter- Rod Allsworth
Member Jones

Paula Anderson Committee Annie Eggar Sue Justice
Member

Ted Bianco Committee Alistair Cromwell Rod Allsworth
Member

lan Brown Committee Rachael MacRae Tess Alps

Member

The above volunteers were unanimously voted in by a show of hands and from votes

previously submitted by email.




Agenda items from members

Two items had been submitted.

1.

Jill Timms has suggested that the club ban the use of floral foam (Oasis) on account
of its negative impact on the environment; it is a single use plastic and does not
biodegrade. Even the product that Oasis produces that it labels biodegradable is
very carbon heavy in production and also very expensive. The RHS banned the use
of floral foam 3 years ago.

There are many traditional alternatives which can be used: chicken wire, twigs, sand,
gravel, ‘frogs’ or pins etc. Jill has offered to write an article for the AGC webpages
giving advice to members. This was welcomed.

The chair proposed that the club ban floral foam for the summer show onwards as
many people will already have Oasis they wish to use up at this spring show. This
was put to the vote and was carried unanimously.

Other issues around sustainable cut flowers were discussed. Our show rules allow
floral art exhibitors to buy flowers (even though most only use flowers from their
own gardens) but some bought flowers are not grown sustainably. Fay Allwood
mentioned that there is a local grower of flowers at Hill Farm and she will try to find
the details to pass on to us.

Lucy Carmody is selling her home and probably moving away from the village. She
wondered whether anyone in the AGC would like to take over responsibility for the

village website www.aldburyvillage.org as she will be unable to do this any longer.

The task could be divided into various components eg editorial, technology and
finances. As the club uses the hub to host its own webpages and helped finance the
launch of the site, it has a strong interest in its ongoing health, so please come

forward if you think you can help.

Any other business

1.

lan Brown asked whether the club was able to provide an advice service for
members. The Chair explained that we had originally hoped to have a forum/inbox
on our webpages where members could submit questions and other members could

answer, but the particular web format that had been chosen only allowed for one


http://www.aldburyvillage.org/

inbox on the hub which was a generic one for the entire site. However, we have
suggested that any member with queries, looking for advice on any topic, should

email aldburygc@gmail.com and we will do our best to answer the query ourselves

or we will try and pass it to someone who we think has special
knowledge/experience of the problem.

The Secretary said that on the club’s webpages there are guides to every calendar
month with links to authoritative websites, and, in addition, there are a couple of
blogs on a few specialist topics. The Chair urged all members to add to these blogs

so that our pool of advice could grow. Any topic, any time, was welcome.

2. Fay Allwood proposed a vote of thanks to the chair and the committee which was

much appreciated.

The Chair thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting.

Chair: Rachael MacRae
Signed:

Treasurer: Linda Di Mizio
Signed:

Secretary: Tess Alps

Signed:
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Aldbury Garden Club AGM
Memorial Hall, Aldbury March 2 2025 at 4.30pm
Chair Report

It’s been a very busy and productive year. We kicked it off with our first quiz night and
fish and chip supper which was a great success. It wasn’t repeated in early 2025, but
something similar will happen again for sure. The AGM followed hot on its heels where
we made some good decisions about banning the use of oasis in our shows, planting
more snowdrops and donating a noticeboard detailing the trees and their sponsors to
Aldbury Millennium Orchard. More about this during the AGM.

The Spring and Summer shows were fabulous. Various weather challenges beset us all
(when don’t they?) but the displays were outstanding regardless. Thank you to all the
people who brought something to show or came and supported the club. In memory of
Pat, our indomitable domestic classes judge, invaluable club member and dear friend
to many of us, the Spring Show Domestic Shield will be renamed the Pat Quigg
Memorial Shield.

Open gardens have become a yearly delight for us all. Huge thanks go to Ted/Lesley,
Rachel/lan, Chris/Phil, Annie/Duncan, Alex/Michael, Sally/Keri, Tess/Tim, and Pat for
letting us have a wander around.

We held two rewarding plant sales, one at the May Fair and the other inJune. Tess and |
surpassed ourselves in the propagation department and many other members
contributed numerous plants to sell which helped make it a record-breaking year.
Thank you enormously to all members who bring us things or who buy from us. It keeps
our club going.

2024 was the first year in a long time that we didn’t have a Summer BBQ. Instead, on a
beautifully sunny day in August we chatted over mountains of cake and endless cups of
teain the Pearce’s garden. Thank you, Alex and Michael.

We love to contribute to our local community when funds allow. This is one of the things
our plant sales surplus enables us to do. In 2024 we donated £200 to the Sunnyside
Rural Trust, planted snowdrops on the green, gave a noticeboard to the orchard
(almost!), gave money to FOAC in memory of Pat and donated seeds to the school.

We made a big decision to rent half an allotment plot last year, and an even bigger one
(or certainly more expensive at any rate) to erect a shed on it. We now have somewhere
to grow AGC dedicated rhubarb, nurture plants to sell or grow them from seed, and
store all our show equipment. We also finally replaced our gazebo which just needed
too much in the way of string, wire and crossed fingers to keep going for another year.



In January we applied to the BBC to host Gardeners’ Question Time at the Dembe
Theatre on Station Road. It has to be held in a venue large enough to seat 150-200
people so sadly the Memorial Hall just isn’t big enough. Fingers crossed that we are
accepted and put on a waiting list. More on this if it happens, but think of some good
questions in the meantime!

As always, nothing the AGC does happens without a massive team effort. Even the extra
tough jobs of clearing our new allotment, moving rhubarb plants and erecting the shed
in 2024 weren’t too daunting for some volunteers. Thank you everyone.

Rachael MacRae
AGC Chair



Aldbury Garden Club
Annual General Meeting 2025

Secretary’s Report

The number of members increased slightly in 2024 with several new people joining at
our events. Sadly a few people died or moved away or decided not to renew. At the end
of 2024 we had 114 members in 80 households compared to 105 members in 2023 and
118 members in 2022. This includes 7 honorary members all of whom have had 40 years
of unbroken membership.

Itis too early to give final numbers for 2025 because we are waiting, as at the middle of
February, for some subs to come in still, but it looks as if most members will renew.

At our plant sales and shows we will continue to look out for potential new members.
Please could members also tell anyone who isn’t already a member about the club and
ask if they would like to join.

Sue Justice

Hon. Secretary



AGC Treasurer’s Report for financial year ending 31 December 2024

Subscriptions were paid from 75 households in the year, totalling £225.00. In addition,
there were 5 non-paying honorary members.

As in previous years, our major source of income came from two plant sales, which, after
costs, raised £1114.37. The quiz night held in February made a small profit overall of
£38.90, once ticket sales and costs are included from the previous financial year.

On the deficit side, costs of £474.61 for the two shows were slightly offset by the two
raffles, leaving a loss of £311.11.

Donations totalling £307.01 were given for the following:

Sunnyside Rural Trust (£200); seeds purchased for Aldbury School (£33.18); snowdrops for
the village green (£16.33) and a donation in memory of Pat Quigg (£57.50).

One-off purchases were made for a new gazebo (£135.98), a shed for the club’s allotment,
including base and construction (£671.90), and some compost and fertiliser (£18.50).

To our usual running costs (including insurance, RHS affiliation and the two shows) we
added rental of the allotment at a reduced rate of £15.00 for the part year.

The club held reserves of £2847.85 at the end of December. The level of reserves has
remained roughly the same for the past few years, despite increased capital spending,
more donations and higher running costs. Thisis due to the continuing success of the
plant sales, which have offset losses elsewhere.

In view of the above, it was decided to keep the subscription fee unchanged at £3.00 in
2025. As shown above, however, income from subscriptions does not cover the club’s
essential operating costs. To have covered them last year with the income from
subscriptions would have meant more than doubling the fee to £7.00 per household.

Linda Di Mizio



ALDBURY GARDEN CLUB FINAL ACCOUNTS YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2024

|incomE

Subscriptions

NS&l savings account interest
Quiz night tickets

Plant sales (2)

Show raffles (2)

2025 subs paid in 2024

£225.00
£15.09
£435.00
£1360.45
£163.50
£27.00

|ExPENDITURE

RHS affiliation £45.00
RHS insurance (sports insure) £80.00
Quiz night £601.10
Donations £307.01
AGM hire of hall £30.00
Plant sales (2) £246.08
Stationery/printing £20.89
Shows (2) £474.61
Allotment hire £15.00
One-off purchases £826.38
|TOTAL INCOME MINUS EXPENDITURE -£420.03 |

IOPENING BALANCES AT 1/1/2024

Metro bank current a/c
NS&l savings a/c
Petty Cash

ICLOSING BALANCES AT 31/12/2024

Metro bank current a/c
NS&l savings a/c
Petty Cash

£1610.02
£1504.65
£153.21

£1101.95
£1519.74
£226.16

FINAL TOTAL RESERVES 31/12/2024

|e2847.85




